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/ & Women's Political Participation

 Gender Parity or at least a critical mass target of having 30 %
women in decision-making positions globally (Beijing Platform for
Action1995) + importance of the outcome: legislation enhancing
women’s rights or gender equality.

O Women in national parliaments: 18.4 % (18.5% of legislators in
lower houses and 17.6% in upper houses*) up from 13 % in
1990.

1 Highest are Nordic countries (41.4%)* + Rwanda (56.25 %)
 Lowest are Arab states (9.1%) and Pacific Island states (1.8%)*
1 16% of Ministerial posts are held by women

J Women Heads of State: 4.7%, Women Heads of Government:
4.2%, Women Heads of Parliament: 10.7%

*source: Inter-Parliamentary Union — October 2008
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0 Barriers to women’s participation

O Political obstacles

- Impact of the electoral system (First-Past-the Post versus Proportional
Representation has proven to be the most important predictor of high numbers of
women in parliament)

- Absence of special measures (quotas, reserved seats)

- Political Party structures (party nominations and selection of party lists is often
male-dominated)

0 Socio-economical factors
- Lack of funds , fundraising skills, fewer links to corporate and other sources of funds
- Unemployment
- Family and domestic responsibilities
- Lack of education and capacities

O Ideological obstacles
- Cultural norms
- Fixed and traditional gender roles
- Lack of confidence
- Media portrayal of women in politics
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Promoting meaningful

2 &participation: The Electoral Cycle and Beyond

0 Challenge of securing gender equality in political participation goes beyond
achieving better quantitative ratios between men and women during an
electlon year + importance of the outcome: legislation enhancing
women’s rights or gender equality+ increasing the participation of women
not only in electoral processes but also on-going local and national
decision-making processes

O Enhance women’s participation — as voters, candidates and electoral
administrators.

O Work with political parties to integrate gender equality goals into parties’
regulations.

O Support electoral and constitutional reform processes

O Promote Civic and voter education (including capacity building of
journalists on gender sensitive reporting or media training)

0 Capacity development of womens’ candidate and women currently in
office

O..Networkiggee(i'e women’s parliamentary caucuses,. womenhlectl@)s oﬁy
political parties, informal networking)
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\\ & The International Knowledge Network of
"\ 7 Women in Politics (www.IKNOW Politics.org)

O IKNOW Politics is a joint initiative of UNDP, UNIFEM, IPU, NDI
and International IDEA.

d online workspace designed to increase the participation and
effectiveness of women in political life by utilizing a technology-
enabled forum

 Access resources, share experiences and create knowledge.

O After less than two years of existence, IKNOW Politics has now
more than 3,000 members around the world, with more than 1,200
resources available on-line. Since the first day of its launch, IKNOW
Politics has provided free and easy access to resources specifically
designed to help women run political campaigns, participate in the
political parties, fundraise, work with media and voters, advocate
and lobby for women’s issues
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Welcome to iKNOW Politics!

Women and 2008
Elections: Challenges and
Opportunities for
Strengthening Ghana's
Democracy

This article highlights
opportunities and challenges
for a greater participation of
Ghansianwomen in this
year's historicelection.

REGIONS DISCUSS

Cefining Women in Decision-
Making Positions

Subhmittad By
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IKNOW Politics members and
experts worldwide are invited to
share their thoughts on defining the
concapt of women in decision-
making positions.
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Middle East: Arab Women
Need to Have a Larger
Role in the Media

The medis’s handling of
women's issues has always
generated hested debates
in different communities
aground the world, and the
Arabregion is no exception.
Thisweek, 3 pan-Arsb panel
of media practitioners and
experts convened in Abu
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Password: *

Create new account
Request new password

IKNOW POLITICS E-
NEWSLETTER

Click here to read the second
issue of the IKNOW Politics E-
Newsletter.

FOCUS ON:

Interview with HE. Mary
Robinson, former President of
Ireland and UN High
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CASE STUDY
CONSOLIDATED RESPONSE
DATA AND STATISTICS

EDITORIAL / OPINION
PIECE / BLOG POST

GUIDE / TRAINING
MATERIAL

INTERMATIOMAL
AGREEMENT AMD ACTION
PLANS

LEGISLATION
MEWS STORY
REPORT / WHITE PAPER

WEBSITE / DATABASE

HOME SITE HELF  SITEMAP  COMTACT US

International Knowledge Network of Women in Politics

REGIONS DISCUSS MEW'S ABOUT

LIBRARY

SUGGEST A RESOURCE

ADVAMNCED LIERARY SEARCH ==

Women and 2008 Elections: Challenges and
Opportunities for Strengthening Ghana's Democracy

This article highlights opportunities and challenges for a greater
participation of Ghanaian women in this year's historic election. It
describes how the government, political parties, civil society and the
media in Ghana are challenged to do more to advance the interests
and representation of Ghanaian women in the electioneering
process.

ags: Editorial f Opinion Piece / Blog Post  Elections and Quotas
Ghana

PRIVACY POLICY

USAGE POLICY LOGOUT

Search

MYKNOWPOLITICS

MY OPTIONS

Edit My Account
Edit My Interests
Ask the Expert
Start a Discussion
Post an Event
Submit a Resource

IKNOW POLITICS E-
NEWSLETTER

Click here to read the second

issue of the iIKNOW Politics E-
Newsletter.

FOCUS ON:

Interview with H.E. Mary
Robinson, former President of
Ireland and UN High



CASESTUDY

COMSOUDATED RESFOMNSE

DATA AND ETATIETICE
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INTERHATIOHAL
AGREEMENT AND ACTION
PLANS

LEGIZLATICON

HEWSE STORY

REPORT SWHITE FAPER
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ASK THE EXPERTS

Welcome to Ask the Experts circle! Before submitting wour guestion,
please review previous relevant Consolidated Responses in the rescurce
library. In this section, members can post specificguestions to the | KMNOW
Politics network of experts. All guestions will first be forwarded to the
Metwork Facilitator, and your patience in awsaiting a response is
appreciated.

How Do Women Candidates in Somaliland Overcome
the Clan Barriers?
Submitted by Wairimu Munyinyi on Mon, 2008-02-10 0702

Body:

Somaliland is preparing for its local government elections to be held
inJuly 2008. Nagaad, an umbrella crganization for women plans to
support women candidates. The biggest barmrier to increasing
women in leadership postions in Somaliland has been the issue of
clan support, which is rarely accorded to women. Currently, there are
only 3women cut of 330 elected councillors. What strategies can
Magaad apply to help women gain the support of the clan and be
endorsed for leadership positions?

1 comment Subsoribe post

Tag=s: Ask the Experts

Which Factors Explain the Rise of Women in
Parliaments in Sub-5aharan Africa?

Submitted by Mora on Fri, 2008-02-15 0150
Body:

| am interested to know what factors best explain therise of women
in parliaments in Sub-Saharan Africa”

1 comments Subsoribe post

Tag=s: Ask the Experts

Edit My Account
Edit My Interests
Ask the Expert
Start a scussion
Post an Event
Submit a Resource

IKNO%Y POLITICS E-
NEWSLETTER

Click here to read the second
issue of the IKMNOW Politics E-
Mewsletter.

FOCUS ON:

Interview with H.E. Mary
Robinson, former President of
Ireland and UN High
Commissioner for Human
Rights

It intrigues
me that
wormen who
have
achieved high
office are
miuvch more
likely than
their male counterparts to admit
mistakes they have made or talk
about problems they are
encountering.
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CIRCLES

CREATE A NEW CIRCLE

GROUPS | MY GROUPS | GROUP ACTIVITY

Search for a group by name

Group

Young People and
Politics

Women's Presence in
Politics

Women's Caucuses

Women HGOs
Secretariat of Liberia

Women in Politics in
the Middle East and
Horth Africa Region

Women in Office

Manager

Subscribers Description

graziellarobino 91

Camilla
Hansson

difriedman

cerue Konah
Garlo

b=alimova

IKHOW Politics

1278

346

79

618

1009

Participation of young people in
politics

YWomen better than men?

The increasing role of female
parliamentarians.

Liberia Focus Group on Gender
Based Violence

Political Participation of Women
in the Middle East

Dizcus=ion on the role and
effect of women in office

ABOUT

Subscribe

PRIVACY POLICY

USAGE POLICY

Search

MYKNOWPOLITICS

E-DISCUSSION FORUMS

Second E-Discussion
Forum on Gender
Guotas in Politics

June 4-11, 2008
Read the Discussion

CONTENT MANAGER'S
CONSOLE

Cnly Content Managers and
Admins can view this block.
english

spanish

french

Add new topic

Moderate Comments

MY OPTIONS

Edit My Account
Fdit Mwv Interests
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International Knowledge Network of Wormen in Polifics

LIBRARY

iKNOW Features | News Feeds

NEWS

DISCUSS ABOUT

Africa: Number of Female MPs Rising, 5tudy Reveals

Submitted by bealimova on Tue, 2007-03-06 16:21.

Africa: Number of Female MPs Rising, Study Reveals - The study

conducted by the Inter Parliamentary Union shows an increase in the
number of women parliamentarians and presiding officers worldwide.
[allAfrica.com]

read more | bsalimova's Bog | add new comment

Tagz: World Hews

Sierra Leone: Fighting Gender Bias Ahead of Elections

Women in Sierra Leone fight to gain more posts during the upcoming
general elections in July, 2007. Women activists and leaders claim
that their gender is the higgest obstacle for getting elected as there are
deep rooted stereotypes and discrimination against women in the
country.
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lzername; *

Paszwaord: *

Create new account
Reguest new password

GLOBAL NEWS

& Kenya: Women Call for

Action to Check Gender
Violence

Kenya: Women Continue to
Suffer in Silence

Kenya: One Small Step for a
Woman, One Giant Leap for
Somali Womankind At UN

Sports Event
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INTERVIEW WITH FORMER SECRETARY OF
STATE MADELEINE K. ALBRIGHT
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ubmitted by IKNOW Politics on, 2007-02-25 23.47.

"My advice to women is to have a sense of confidence that what you
have to offer is worthwhile. You can make a difference. You have to
make a difference. Then, having made up your mind that you have
been put on this earth to make a difference, you must use the
resources that are available to you — through a process like iKNOW
and the whole network, for example — to be able to do that! "

CQluestion: You were the first female
Secretary of State and the highest-
ranking woman in the history of the US
government. As a woman striving for
this leadership position — as well as
other positions you have held —what
challenges have you faced?

Answer: | never thought that | would be
able to be Secretary of State. It just never
accurred to me, mainly — as | often put it
—because | had never seen a Secretary
of State in a skirt. At the time, there was
the sense that being Secretary of State
was notawaoman's job, not even a job for a woman to aspire to. | was
up against the fact that many people doubted that women could even
do this job at all —that was the main challenge. But, once | had
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Create new account
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UPCOMING EVENTS

“Building Bridges" film festval
screening - Venice, California (@
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Mational Young Women's
Leadership Conference (15
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screening - Dover, Delaware
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iKHOW Features | Mews Feeds

EVENTS

(all)

Sslect event terms to filter by

Week Day Table List

Sun

Women's
Human
Rights:
Building a
peaceful
world in an
Era of
Globalization

Call for
Papers: First
Eurcpean
Conference
on Politics
and Gender

Women's
Human
Rights:
Building a
Peaceful
world in an
Era of
Globalization

Winmaan's 15

Mon
wWomen's 2z
Human
Rights: Building
a Peaceful

world in an Era
of Globalization

Call for
submissions:
cender Issues
in Infermatien
and
Communication
Technologies

WwWomen's 2
Human

Rights: Building
a Peaceful
world in an Era
of Globalization

A TE e 15

w June 2008 =

Tue

Women's
Human
Rights:
Building a
peaceful
world in an
Era of
Globalization

Women's
Human
Rights:
Building a
Peaceful
world in an
Era of
Globalization

Winrmaan's f

Wed

women's 4
Human
Rights:
Building a
peaceful
warld in an
Era of
Globalization

women's
Human
Rights:
Building a
peaceful
world in an
Era of
Globalization

Whrman's

Thu

women's £
Human
Rights:
Building a
peaceful
warld in an
Era of
Globalization

women's 12
Human
Rights:
Building a
peaceful
world in an
Era of
Globalization

2nd Biennial
Internaticnal
women's
studies
Conference

Whman's 10

Fri

Women's
Human
Rights:
Building a
peaceful
world in an
Era of
Globalization

Women's
Human
Rights:
Building a
Peaceful
world in an
Era of
Globalization

2nd Biennial
Inter national
women's
studies
Conference

T TeE e

Sat

wWomen's
Human
Rights:
Building a
Peaceful
world in an
Era of
Globalization

Civil Society
and Policy
Influencing:
the
Eurcpean
Context and
Peace
Building

WwWomen's 14
Human
Rights:
Building a
Peaceful
world in an
Era of
Globalization

2nd Bienmnial
Inter naticnal
women's
studies
Conference

A TE e

MY OPTIONS

Edit My Account
Edit My Interests
Ask the Expert
Start a Discussion
Post an Event
Submit a Resource

IKHOW POLITICS E-
MEWSLETTER

Click here to read the second
issue of the iIKNOW Politics E-
Hewrsletter.

FOCUS ON:

Interview with H.E. Marv
Robinson, former President of
Ireland and UN High
Commissioner for Human
Rights

[t intrigues
me that
= = women whao
have
achieved high
office are
% much more
" likely than
their male counterparts to admit
mistakes they have made or talk
about problems they are
encountering.
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& iKNOW
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Wellbaum
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& haley.paige.horan

HOME SITEHELP  SITEMAP CONTACT US
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EDIT MY PROFILE

MEMEBERS WHO CONSIDER ME A
CONTACT

& MUKAMA Hicholas
& randia2007
& EGoldman

PRIVACY POLICY  USAGE POLICY  LOGOUT

Search

ABOUT MYKHOWPOLITICS

MY CIRCLES
& Ask the Experts

# Bancadas Femeninas

# Cameroon municipal and
parliamentary elections

# Campaign Fundraising:
How Do Women Find
the Money Necessary to
Run and Win?

# Caucus de femmes

More

MY CONTACTS' RECENT POSTS

Middle East: Arab Women
Meed to Have a Larger Role
in the Media

Ghana: Women's Groups
Meet Liberian Women

Refugees

Argentina: Women Leaders
Gather to Discuss
Globalization, Poverty
Eradication in Argentina

Sierra Leone: 235 Female
Candidates Equipped Ahead
af Election

Liberia: UN Envoy Urges
Greater Involvement of
Women at Community
Level to Further Advance
Their Rights

Camerocon: GTZ Campaigns
for Gender Equality

Migeria: Women Task
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USER ACCOUNT
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CREATE NEW ACCOUNT | LOG IN | REQUEST NEW PASSWORD NEWSLETTER

Registration permitz iIKNOW Politice users to create personalized profiles on the MyKnow Poltics space, where LT TETE D SRR ST

they can compile and fiter resources according to their interests and regional preferences. Additionally, IKNOW issue of the IKNOW Politics E-
Politice ugers can contribute resources, share expertize and enjoy instant access to news, consolidated expert Hewsletter.

rezponses, online dizcussions and other online materials. Pleaze complete the simple form below to register. You

will receive an email with instructions to compete the registration process. You may wish to review the site

usage policy and privacy policy before joining.
, , FOCUS ON:
Account information

Interview with H.E. Mary

Username:* Robinson, former President of
Ireland and UN High
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D subscribe to Cameroon municipal and parliamentary elections.
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