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Electoral disputes 

 Disputes are inherent to any electoral process 

A healthy electoral process does entail the possibility 
to resolve disputes well before e-day 

The higher the possibility to seek redress throughout 
the electoral cycle, the less number of disputes will 
arise in the post-election day period 
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The Electoral Cycle 



Electoral disputes are not necessarily of a judicial 
nature, complaints are!  

Good practices include: 

-  con!ict prevention mechanisms 
-  revocation or modi"cation of the irregularity 
-  penalizing the offender 
- alternative dispute resolution mechanisms 

Electoral disputes 



EDR Mechanisms 

 Legislative bodies 

 Judicial bodies  
- Regular courts 
- Constitutional courts 
- Administrative courts 
- Specialised electoral courts 

 EMB with judicial powers 

 Transitory or “Ad Hoc” bodies 



ADR Mechanisms? 

 Parties bilateral mechanisms 

 Arbitration and negotiation mechanisms 

 Con!ict Mediation Panels 

 Are ADR mechanisms still such when provided for in the legal 
framework? 

Are preventive mechanisms to be categorised as ADR ones?  



Independence of EDR Bodies 

Independence and impartiality of EDR members 

Accountability of EDR bodies and their members 
transparency (clear and unequivocal procedures)  
integrity  
professionalism 
efficiency 
service-mindedness 

Basic EDR principles 
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The Database 



The Database 



  As a collection of global practices 

  To present principles and guarantees for an effective 

Electoral Justice System 

  To move forward the discussion on the international 

obligations for electoral dispute resolutions 

  To encourage discussions over  different electoral justice 

practices 

What are they for? 
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What next? 
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